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(54) MASK PATTERN DATA COMPRESSING METHOD 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To efficiently compress mask pattern data whose repeat 
count is undefined. 

CONSTITUTION: Pattern data is read out (1 1), and it is discriminated 
whether its form is equal to the form of one of registered patterns or 
not (21). If there are no registered patterns or it is judged that both 
pattern forms are different and the number of registered patterns is 
smaller than a preliminarily set value, this pattern is added as a 
registered pattern (31); but if it is judged that forms of both patterns 
are equal to each other, the difference between coordinates X of the 
read-out pattern and that obtained by preceding increment of the 
repeat count is calculated (41), and the repeat count of registered 
pattern data is incremented if the pitch of registered pattern data is 
the initial value or the difference is equal to the pitch, and the 
difference is substituted into the pitch if the pitch is the initial value 
(51). 
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